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merely against the Government and the Europeans of South
Africa, but it is equally against the Imperial Government* Lord
Ampthill, in his great speech in the House of Lords, has made
it clear that, had the Imperial Government done their duty, the
course of legislation would have been different; had they been
only neutral, the Immigration Act would probably have not been
passed. We may not, therefore, expect any assistance from them
unless, by passive resistance, we open their eyes and they begin to
see clearly how criminally they neglected their trust*
Mr. Gachalia has made it perfectly clear why the great and
awful step has been taken—a step that may mean ruin to hundreds
of our countrymen. He states definitely the demands of the com-
munity. He asks for (1) removal of the racial bar from the
Immigration Act, (2) the restoration of rights that existed prior to
the legislation, (3) a generous and just administration of the existing
laws throughout the Union affecting Indians, (4) the removal of
the £3 tax, and finally (5) a spirit of friendliness towards the com-
munity in place of one of hostility which one notices in all their
acts concerning Indians. And this is what Lord Ampthill asked
in his speech just referred to.
Let us examine each point as briefly as possible.   We notice
that The Natal Mercury, in its otherwise admirable leaderette on the
situation, falls foul of the objection to the racial bar.   We feel sure
that our usually well-informed contemporary has in this instance
secured the service of a leader-writer who is not yet au fait with
the question.   That the racial bar should be removed has been
common cause since 1910.   Indeed, the Union Government have
defended—and the Imperial Government have approved of—the
measure, contending that there is no racial bar in it.   Nor does
its removal in this case involve racial equality in every other case.
To remove the racial bar merely means a reversion to the state
that existed in 1906.    It refers to racial equality in law for pur-
poses of immigration.   Even when this equality is granted, as it
must be sooner or later, there will still remain racial inequality
in respect of many other laws in all the provinces.   That, in spite
of the Government's protestations, racial inequality is to be found
in the Act has been clearly shown by Lord Ampthill.   The Act
requires from an Indian immigrant an unnecessary and insulting
declaration which it does not from a European immigrant.   The
declaration is merely an admission of the legal disabilities imposed
on the Indians of the Free State.   Without the admission the dis-
abilities, as had been admitted by the Government, will remain.
The retention of this racial bar is due merely to the unreasoning
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